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ProveRBs 24. 21. 


T ime Deun, filimi , & Regem. 


Feare Gov, my ſonne, and 
the K1NG. IF 


KEN Dit nt thy ſelfe, becauſe of 
\\=\le}) i ungodly, neither be thou 
c = v enviow for the evill deer, 
ve ſaycs K. David the Father, 
7/2 1 Plal. 37-1. and, Let not thy 
>a heart be envious for the evil” 
* deer, ſayes K. Solomon the 
Sonne, Prov.23.-17- Why , the Sonne learnt 
itof his Father, you will ſay ; or, 'twas agood' 
and a godly Leſſon, and'no marvell then, ifthe 
wiſe Kings , both of them, pur it in among 4. 
their holy Advices. RE, 
Yea, ts Be not thou envious for the evil 


deer, ſayes Ke Solomon againe , at the firſt 
| 1. "43 - yetic: 


v 2.Cor,) 3-1: 


2 
verſe of this Chapter. What, againe > And 
ſo ſoon, ſo few verſes between ? Surely then 


"there is ſome cxtraordinary matter 1n-1t, tis 


not onely one of his good CTounſels , but 'ris 
ſome ſpeciall one of them, one that he would 
have heedcd and learned, afore many, above 
any orher. | 

It ſhould ſeem ſo indeed , for, Norr 4E- 
MYLART, Fretnot thy ſelfe becauſe of the un- 
godly, neither be thou envious for the evill doer, 
{ayes he once more, in the verſes next before 
my 1cxt, For feare- it ſhould not make ſo 


| deep an Impreſhon in mens mindes as was 


fitting , he ſets it on the #4774 time ,, as loath 
co leave it,till it be throughtly ſerled and faſten- 
ed in their hearts ; but tert!2 jamwice,* ſayes 
the Apoſtle, firmum erit omne verbum,the Ad-. 
monition thriſe repeated will make it ſure and 
1mmooveable. | 

Now who ( in the name of God) is that 
evill doer, of whom he here warnes us ſo of- 
ten? or what is it the Wiſeman would have 


_ us to doe, to ſhew that we are not envz2us for 


him > Why , that the Spirit hath fer downe | 
too, and that once ar”; againe, In the prece> 
dent Chapter, verſ. 17. it is, Let not thy heart 
be enviow for the evill dier , but let it al- 
ways be in the Leare of the Lord, Timor 
Dom 1n1, that's the Generall Rule for it 

5h but 


but Teaſt that might proove not Punauall 
enough, he ſayes it over againe, more parti- 
cularly here at my Text , Benot envious for the 
evill doer , but feare God , my ſonne, and the 
King, and then that's enough; 

Timor Det, && Regis, when he had ſaid that, 
there needed ( by like ) no more Inſtruction: 
The diſtin& performance of theſe two, and the 
diſtrict avoidance of ſuch as: performe them 
not, of preſumptuous and. rechleſſe. Sinners, 
and of contemptuous and aweleffe Subjets, 
a Nol! zmulari for both theſe, not to ſort or 
ſuit our ſelves with them , neither with them 
that feare not God, nor with them that pre- 
tend ( forfooth ) to feare God, but. yet feare 
not the King , 'tis the very laſt, and chicfeſt 
Leſſon this of all, that which Solomon (it 
ſeems ) in his wiſdome choſe to cloſe up his 
owne Book of Proverbs with, , © 

' For how'cre he ſpake indeed ©4000 Proverbs 
in all ; and this of my Text now makes nor 
above 700 , yet as it appeares both by rhe 
verſe after my Text [ Alſo theſe things apyer- 
raine tothe wiſe] and by the firſt verle of the 


 - Chapter following [ Theſe are alſo Proverbs 
of Solomon , which Hezekiah's men conted out | it 
is more then probable , that this Book of Pro-. 
verbs went no further once then this, to Feare 
; God and the King, and then he had done; _ 

| that: 
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that all which now followes; from my Text 


to the end ofthis Book, were but fragments col- 
Ie&ed out ofhis other workes, gatherings and 
leanings which afterward other men got to- 


gether, and when they had them, added them 


to this Book; but with this he himſelfe ended 
it at the firſt, as the very Summe and Crowne 
and Vpſhor of all, Tis Dzvu, Fir wn, 
© Re G EM, Feare God, my ſonne , and the 

ie. - 
= the Words ( you ſee) are in all (carce 
twiſe three , yet at once they preſent us with 
three chicfe Perſons, and three great Relations. 
The Perſons noleſle then God, the Lord of all; 
and Gods Deputie, the King ; and all that call 
God Father, all the People. hs 

The Relations are , firſt Perſone, What Re- 
ference all theſe perſons ſtand in , one to ano- 
therz God, to King and people ; The King , to 


_ the people and God; The people, toGodand the 


King.. Secondly , Oper, What muſt. be 
done, as a Due to God andthe King, and as 
a Dutic from the people to both ; Timere, they 
arc to feare them, Laſtly, Cauſe, Why it 
muſt be done; yeaand Modt too, How it muſt 
be. done , Ruia filit , and Yana filis, Becauſe 
they are Sornes, and As Sonnes: Fearethem 
therefore, andfeare them ſo; Ss for the Manner, 
and $s forthe Order too, as Somnes to _ 

| both 


both toGod and King ; yet as Sonnes, firlt to 
God, and then to the King, All theſe parti- 
culars, and more, arc incircled within this 
narrow compaſle , Feare God , my ſonne,*and 
the King. | 

Of which , that I may ſo ſpeak, as that 
God's people may learne the feare of God and the 


King arighr, 1 humbly beſcech you , that we . 


may here addreſle our ſelves unto G o v, that 
holy, bleſſed, and glorious Trimtie, &c, 
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Feare GO D, my ſonue, andthe KING. 


| Qu ſee, what firlt meets us at the verie 

1 Dore of the Text, and there muſt our 
Beginning be, it Timere, at the Dutic of Feare; 
and in that, at Dez before Regs, at the Feare 
of th: Lord firſt , and then that's the beſt Be- 
ginning that may be. 

To Bzgin ar God, is in Nature ,'Ez 4% ogyo- 
3+ , ſayes one of. their Poets, and A love 
primo pum, {ayes another : bur at the Feare of 
Go5,1s of VWiddome above Nature, The Feare 
of the Lord i the Beginning of Wiſdome, (ayes 
the Pſalmiſt, Pſal.111.11. And as it Begrns, 

ſgit Goes on;it is the Increaſe of Wi/dome allo, 


ſayes Solomon,Prov,15.3 z. yea, tis the very 


End 


p 

End of all, the S#wme of what can be faidor 
done; Eccleſ. 12. Let w heare the end of all, 
Feare God, for this is the whole Datie of man; 
Hoc eft omnis homo,This e'ty man muſt doe,or 
els he docs nothing; and more then this need 
no man to doe; it will be very abundant for 
him, if he doe truely Feare God. 


Timor Dei, Why <cls,doth the Spirit ſo often name us 


the Fearing of God , rather then any other 
Chriſtian Dutiez My ſonne, love God; or, My 
ſonne, praiſe God; or, My ſonne, obey God; or, 
My ſonne , truſt in Gods All theſe had been 
Chatrges holy and good, but none of them 
_ all had been ſo much though: My ſonne, feare 
God, is a Proje& and Promiſe of them all ; for 
Feareisa Catholick dutie, that runs through 
all. duties els , and keeps them in tune ; 'tis 
Gods Prepoſitw in the School of Graces , it 
ſees that none of them all be out of Order, or 

in any kinde Faulty, | 
It makes us look well to our Eare, for feare 
we ſhould heare wnprofitably; to our Eye, for 
feare we ſhould glance wnreverently ; to our 
Love. forfeare ought (lip from us which God 
may take for ankinde and wnlovely ; to our 
Obedience, for feare we grow careleſſe or pre- 
ſamptucws ; to our Faith, for feare we become 
doubting or deſperate; toour oy, for feare itbe 
zmmoderate ; to-our Grigfe, tor feare it be wn- 
>” = - a_— 


7 


warrantable; to our Devotion, for fears it be 
hypocriticalt, to our Religion , for feare it be 
ſaper flitiow; to our whole Life, for feare it be 
licentiows, For Feare is as the Inquiſiter Ma- 
Jor over all the reſt, when &t is r:ght, all __ 
els are right, all is well if God be bur rightly 
feared. 

Let it be no wonder then, that the Prophee 
attributes feare ro Chriſt himſelfe , and thar 
at the end of divers other vertues, as a ſure 
Guide and Directer of them all, The ſpirit of 
the Lord upon him, faith he, Efa.1,2. But what 
Spirit? The ſpirit of Wiſdome, and of Vndex- 
ftanding,the ſpirit of Counſell,and of Strength; 
the /pirzt of Knowledge, and of the Feare of the 
Lord: without that indeed, thereſt (as great as 
they arc) would belittle or nothing; and con- 
ccrning that therefore the next verſe addes yet 
further, Et odorabitur timorem Domins, belides 
his having the ſpirit of Feare, he ſhall alſo 
hunt and ſeek after it above all the reſt ; Nay, 
odorabitar , it ſhall be the very Breath of his 
noftrils , the Life and Soule of all gifts els in 
him, the Feare of the Lord. 

And to this ſuirs well that excellent medi- 
tation that Irenzus ha's about it. Such things 


* (faith he) asupon our Fore-fathers were ſo * 1ib.4. cap; 


ſtrialy charged in the old Law, as meerly 


ſlaviſh and ſervile , all thoie indecd the [#ber- 
? rams: 1 256" 00h tie 


—__ -— — _ SY _— — — — —_— — ” * - 2. hy ——— - = > wm ——_—— 
4 y CC ———DCG OC RR_—_ --_—_ 
/R—__ 7 —_— a leon 


— »< 


—— 


8 


tie of the Goſpel pared off at once: But them 
Natural things, and ſuch as comply with #n- 
genuity and freedome, (1s the Knowing of God, 
the Loving of him, the Following his Word, 
and the Subduing our owne luits) theſe were 
to be dilated by the Goſpel, and not di folved,; 
ſo far from abolition, that they received a tar 
greater 4ugmentation. And from henceit comes 
(faith he) that our Feareof God (that's it which 
principally he chooles to iniift upon ) 1s much 
more growne now, then ever the Law could 
expect it. And why? Becauſe it 15 na: wrall 
( ſayes he ) that Sonnes thould feare more 
then Servants, the very Libertie of FSonnes 
being asa Loadſtonetoa!lure, and as a VWhet- 
ſtone to increaſe, and as a T ouchſone to trie 
| their Love, and their inbred Aﬀection, ſetting 
ſuch an edge on the Reverence and Feare which 


they beare him, as no Slavery of the Law 
could ever skill of. | 


That we have not then ſince Chriſt received 

the Spirit of Bondage to Feare any more, S. 

Paul ſayes right for that, Rom.8.15. becauſe 

ſuch Feare as that, (the Feare that was of old) 

cruciatum habet, 1. lohn 4-18. it onely vexcd- 

and afthicted them that hadit : But yet by the 

bleſſing of the Goſpel, the Feare of the Lord 
is highly improoved to us; for 'tis the Spirit 

of- Adoption now, and onely combines with 

Toy 


:P 
Joy and Plea ſure.fS$uero; ML INCY n Laruriyevet, ſayes 
* Pantaleon, It is ſuch a reverent and free diſ- « Serm. Ug 
pojit ion in us 1cwa:d God our Fuher, that <Yy18 PUT the 
though we were iurc hc ſhould nee know of 
our offence., or could poſhibly ſay to us, I know 
it, and it offends me, bur yct I will norpuniſh 
it; even therefore we would ſtrive the more 
avainſt it, as being loath to diſpleiſe ſo good 
a Father, and having more care not to miſcar- 
1y , then nor to {mart for 1t; and performing 
Dutie, not for tcare of ſuffering vengeance, but 
for feare of fo:going that Dutie, and of wrong- 
ing ſo much Love, as he and we aremutually 
engaged ill. | | 
And now by this I know ( fates S. *Hillarie) * i» P/al. 127. 
what King David meant, when he cal'd the 
faithfull ro ſchool to him, * Come my children, *?/al31-12s 
and hearken unto me, and I will teach you the 
Fears of the Lord, For what needs that ( faith 
he)ifchere were nothing els in it?VVho teaches 
the Lamb to feare the VVolfe? or who rcades 
Icons againſt the Kite to. the Chickens > Bur 
the feareof the Lord comes by holy Rule and 
Inſtruction; it 1s not what Nature trembles ar, 
but whit Grace direas to; and it is not per- 
tectly had, but fromthe leſſons of Love, ſuch 
Love as obliges to beware of, all offending. 
Now the Pfſalmiſt indeed does not there 
ſet it downe; butif any profeſſe they are come 
| B. 3 to. 
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10 
to leatneit, I dare cloſe up this point with an 
anſwer to thar other queſtion of his, 2 eff 
vir? Plal.25. What Man is he that feareth the 
Lord? For a man may ſoon know him now; 
at leaſt, hemay eaſily know, whether himſelfe 
be the man: If he finde in his (oule ſo pure and 
devoted an Aﬀection to God his Father, that 
his Ioy is onely how to pleaſe him, and his 
Studie to avoide offending of him , h:s whole 
Content is that God loves him , and ſecurely 
he reſts himſelfe upon the favour that God hi's 
to him; Hzic vir, hiceft, this man may be bold 
thathe'is a good Proficient, 'and that he hath 
throughly learnt the feare of the Lord 

But yet chis is not enough though for the 
Time Dewm here in my Text. That there is 
ſuch a thing as Feare, and that itis. now in a 
more liberall and Sonne-like condition, then 
when Solomon ſpake of it, and that the 
minde of man may be and ought to be en- 
tirely affected with it, and that God alone 
mult be the Obje& of it; in Speculation in- 
deed it comes to no more, Timor Domint is 
bur this., and theſe particulars make up the 
full Theorie of the feare of the Lords But 
yet there goes ſomewhar more to the per- 
fe& dutie of it ; for this Tie Deum, as a pre- 
ſent and particular Precept, aymes alſo ar the 
Prafiſmg of it, it implics the fa as wellas 

| ; the 


It 


the inde, all aFual and outward Expreſſi- 
ons of it, beſides the inward and habitual af. 


. fetion. 7 


So that's the next thing which here we muſt Z+preſio 


look at, if a mans ſpirit be right in the Feare Timers. 


of God, and the right Spirit of Gods Fearebe 
upon him, what demonſirance withall he muſt 
make of the ſame, and how it muſt be aFed, 
thatit may 4ppeare, Godis thus Feared, 

For Corpus autem aptafis mihi, if ever ye 
markt it ,you know 'tis not omitted of our Sa- 


viour himſelfe, that God having ordained him 


a Body , in that Body he was to performe his 
will; Heb. 10. 9. And much more is it ſo with 
us; we being Bodies alſo and nor onely Spirits, 
the Spirit alone will not ſufhce us; 'ris not e- 


nough that our mindes and affeions are #n- 
wardly endued with it , but ſuch expreſſtons 


withall we muſt make, as that the performance 
of the Dutic may be witneſſed. | he Dutie we 
acknowledge is, that we doe Feare God; and 
but by that which js to be read in our owt- 
ward deportment , neither God nor Man will 
| beare-ns-witneſſe , that we do Feare him. 
God, nor Man, I ſay. For expreſſions I ſhall 
ſhew you there are of both kinds, both to God 
and to Man. To Man, that he my know it, 


and ſo (when need is) acknowledge it, and 


* glorifie God for it, or profit himſelfe byit: To 


God. 
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pſ3 Deo, Ne” what expreſſion of it can we make to 
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God,onely that he may be pleaſed to acknow- 
ledge 1t, though he knew it long before; for 
he knowes what is in man, better then man 
himſclfe, And for this 'tis brought, in wich a 
Nun: to Abraham ( that Father, nor of the 
Faithfall alone , but of the Feareful too for 
He is the firſt that's ever ſaid ro Feare the 
Lord) Gen. 22. 12, Nunc cognovt, quod time- 
4, Now 1 know that thou feareſt God What? 
_ Nor ull now, Lord? Was Abrahams minde 
 unknowne to thee before? Could not God 
_ tell long agoe, whether Abraham feared him? 
| Yes; as S. Peter anſwered Chriſts third. que- 
 ſftion, Whether he lbved him, with Lord thou 
knoweft all things, thou knoweſt that I love thee, 
and yet Chriſt the third time ſaid ro him. Fee 
21y ſheep,loh. 21.17. As who ſhould ſay, Ne're be 
ſorie $1mon, that I aske thee fo often, and n-'re 
doubt but I perfealy know thee ; bir know 
it I will not, till thou thus expreſſe it; for 
how'ere God requires truth in the zaward parts, 
yet the inward parts alone are not all he re- 
quires ,. he will not know, that he is loved , 
unleſle that love doc owtward!ly appeare, and 
expreſſton we mult make of our Feare, or cls 
he will not acknowledge, - that we doe feare 
him. 


God? Abrahams caſe forenamed thewes us, 
that 


"3 

upon ſpectall commands there may be Speciall 
wayes of it, even to the ſacrificing of an onely 
Sonne, if God {o require. But the Ordinarie 
way that lycs open tor all men, the very word 
it ſelfe here will ſhew us, that we muſt expreſſe 
our feare to God by As of Religion; tor fo 
the. word feare ordinarily imports in Scrip- 
ture. 

When Moſes had at large deſcribed the 
whole Dutic of Gods Worſhip, his concluſion 
is, And now Iſrael, what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to feare him? Deut.10. 12. That ſpe- 
ctall command, which God ſcnt againſt wor- 
ihipping of ſtrange Gods, was, Feare not the 
Geas of the land where you dwell; Tudp. 6. 10. 
And the complaint which the Prophet makes 
of Iſrael , that the feare wherewith they feared 
God, waiin precepts of mens teaching , Eſa. 29. 
13- by Chriſt himfelfe 'tis expounded of cor- 
rupting Gods VVorthip;In vaine doe they wor- 
ſhip me, teaching for Doftrines the precepts of 
217en; Matth, 15. 9. | 

And in this ſenſe I can tell what to make 
of it, that when the Articles were to be ſworn 
to, betwixt the two great Princes Laban and 
Iacob, how Iacob ſhould uſe Labans daugh- 
ters, whome he had to wife, and how Laban 
ſhould keep a faithfull league with Iacob; La- 
ban indecd {ware by his Idols, but Iacob ſware 

_-” a ſtrange 
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Id | 

a ſtrange oath, Per timorem Patris Iſaac, by 
the feare of his Father Iſaac, Gent. 31+ 53» 
What was that? Why, Laban ſware according 
to his Religion ,.and Iacob according to his; 
by the worth and truth. thereof, and by that 
Deitie which his Father and he feared, to wit, 
the God of Heaven,whom they worſhipped. _ 
And with a reference to this alſo we muſt 
take it, what's recorded in holy writ of religi- 
ous Obadiah, holy Tob, deyout Cornelius, and 
ſundry others, ſtill, how they feared God: For 
as it appeares by the Wiſeman , @wiG«z, and 
3:7 e6Go;, the feare of God and the worſhip of 
God, they. are all one in the language of the 
Spirit. And the Grammarians themſelves 
have noted it ſo, that az7ge«, the moſt pecu- 
liar word for worſhip( comming Of ae ETIT&4TINOYy 
and 7gcv) in the nature of 1t.imports no- 
thing els but an eminent feare; ſo that theſe 
two will cver-goe together, and where there 
is any true fearing of God,there will be.with + 
all a due worſhipping of him, | 
And docs not K. David himſelfe  leade to 
this, in pluine- termes conftruing his owne 
minde ? But 45 for me (faith he) 1 will come 
znto thy houſe, Plal. 5. 7. His meaning is, I 
will come, and worſhr» thee; For that was all 
the * comming into Gods houſe in thoſe daics, 
when they came, they came to worſhip, and 
Fd worſhip 


lb 
d, when 'ere they came thi- 
ther: t ov were neither too holy, nor too ſtare- 


2porſhip God they di 


ly , neither too fine, nor roo fooliſh, to caſt 
themſelves downe when they came into 
Gods preſence, But to make it ſure, hz goes'on 
in the next words there, And in thy feare will 
I worſhip in thy holy Temple, ſaith he; Thcre 
we have them both orgy 2s not worſhip pur 
alone, nor feare alone put for worſhip (though 
either had been enough, I will norſbip thee, 
or, I will ſhew my feare of thee, in thy Tem- 
- ple) but both togerher, VW hen I am there, in 
thy feare will I worſhip, that is, I wiil adore 
thee with ſuch Expreſſions of Humilitic and 
Revercnce, as of right doe appertaine to a 
Creator from his Creaturc. 
And how fully then mects this with the 
Epidemiall prophanation of our times , that 
will thrid you a difference now berwixt this 
feare and perfe& worſhip, betwixt a Religion 
and a due Devotion, betwixt Holtnes and Ho- 
lines? Holines good ſtore ( for ſooth ) in heart 
and in minde, Religion in the belly and the 
braine, oh, we are fo full of that, we are 
ready to burſt with ir, it runs out many times 
at our mouth , with, Stand farther w4 
holier then thow ; yea, and we are good men 
( you muſt know ) and exceeding godly, ſuch 
as feare God, and heare his VVor1 duely; 


I am Eſa. 65. 5, 
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That's true, we have a great deale of Religion 
in our Eares too, But yet higher or lower 
though we have none, None upon our Heads, 
' for a due Reverence before him; None in our 
Knees, to bow at his bleſſea Name; None for 
our Bodies, to caſt them downe and worſhip. 

Eſpecially not in his houſe, in themoſt $a- 
cred preſence of our God; No, the lefſe a doe 
there, the better, the lefle Superſtition. Doe 
but come in confidently , and without any 
more ſtirre, {it downe, and be covered, and 
heare ; and who dare ſay , that we feare not 
God? Whatſoever is more then this, for Ado- 
ration or any Beautie of Holines, talke K. Da- 
vid what he will of it, yet it Is but deodamuoria, 
a Superſtitious overfearing of God with ma- 
ny of us: for where requires he any of theſe 
Expreſſions and Externall operations in his 
worſhip? - 

But to theſe unſavorie Fanctes, may the 
Prophet Malachy have leave to reply; many 
paſſages of whoſe firſt Chapter ( mutatis mu- 

tandss) fit theſe times as well,as they did thoſe 
they were made for, And they are ne're a whit 
from my Text neither; for they are all about 
Expreſhons of Feare' in the Scrvice of God, At 
the ſixt verſe, 11 be a Father,where ic my Ho- 
nour? and if I be a Maſter, where is my Feare, 

ſaith God to you that deſpiſe my Name 2 
But 


- 
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But they wondred he ſhould complaine : 
\ They feared him, and honoured him, they were 
ſure, as they ſhould doe; (andit may well be, 
they meant it as we doe, wzthin, in our hearts 
forſooth ; ) therefore they reply againe ; De- 
ſpiſe 2 Wherein have we deſpiſed thee 2 verſ. 7. 


God tels them , 1n that ye ſay, The Table of 


the Lord is not to be regarded: There's one 
particular for them, of the want of feare and 
honour. And are there not of us that ſay the 
ſame? The Table of the Lord, and the Houſe 
of the Lord , and the Preſence of the Lord, 
would you know how we ({ome of us ) regard 
1t,or what difference we put betwixt it and any 
other, places? A great deale lefle, I am ſure, 
then ſome other: For the Kings Preſence, and 
the places where but our betters are, have a 
great deale more Reverence and VVorſhip from 


us; and we ourſelyesexped a greatdeale more 


in the preſence of our Inferiours, 


And yet that's Gods expreſſe argument againſt | 


us there, ( but that we now adayes are able to 
teach God better Lopick) Goe and do [0 to thy 
Prince now, and ſee if he will be content with 
thee, ſaith God, ver.8. Worſhip not when thou 
comeſt in to Him, beg any thing of Him not 


on thy knee, bow not downe in honour of 


Himz butbe Tack-fellow, fit till, or be cover- 
cd, when He hath ought ro doc with thee, and 
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will He accept thee? And yet, Iam the greatef 
King of all, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts , there 1n 
that Chapter. 

But ar this we ſhuffe, and cry, Erce Labor! 
oh, here's a doe indeed for Vncovering, and 
Standing, and Kneeling , and Bowing ; but 
what reaſon is there , we ſhould be pur to ſo 


much inconvenience and wearineſle in ſerving. 


God, who as himſelfe is a Spirit,fo he requires 
but to be worſbipt in Spirit and truth, and he 
knowes our hearts well enough? And was not 
that the very cx.eption then of the Tewes alſo? 
But ye have ſaid, It ® a wearineſſe ; Fees Las 
pork | and ye have ſnuffed at it, ſaith the Lord 
of Hoſts, ver. 13. And then what's the Conclu- 
ſion ? Therefore my name is, and ſhall be feare- 
full m—_— Heathen, ſaith he, at the 14. verſc 
God upbraids and threatens them with the 
Heathen their neighbours , whoſe [dolatrous 
Religion cxpreſt more feare of a God though, 
then theirs, And upbraided as well may we 
be, and threatned too, with the Erroncous Re- 
| Iigions that neighbour abour us; for they arc 
-far more carcfull to ſhew the-holy Signes of 
Feare , then we: And by that (to fay right) 
they now ſtand z the opinion, and affetion, 
and devotion of the people ( I ſpeake by ſome 
experience) in liking of them, and loathing 
of ours, being by no ONE thing ſo much _ 
ric 
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ried with them, as 'tis by the outward Wor- 


{hip and Reverence. 

I ſhould then but wrong our Nation of old, 
when they firſt became Engliſh , ſhould I nor 
make this a note of the excellent Spirit which: 
then poſſeſſed them, that as they loſt (almoſt) 
all words of their owne language to ſignifie 
this paſſion of the minde which we meane by 
Feare, ſo they borrowed none from otherlan- 
guages. butonely this word Feare; and that 
they brought from the Latine Verers; to ſhew, 
that at firſt their noble AﬀeGtions knew no 
 feare, but the JOn of God , Filtall and Reve- 

rentiall feare-alone, ſuch as God himſelfe ( we 
ſce) would have his Worſhip performed by; 
and our Religion expreſt by, 

And if once we come to looſe that in our 
Religion; our feare, we ſhall ſoon come to 
looſe Religion and all, howe're we ſoothe our 
ſelves : Forthat's the way- to hold even the 
right Religion alſo, $. Paul faies flatly, Hebr. 
12. 28. Wherefore, having received ſuch 4 king» 
dome,(the Goſpel he meanes of Jeſus Chrilt; 


other kingdome we have received none ) / 


us hold the grace faft. True, that's good coun=- 
ſell ; but how ſhall we doe that > How ſhall 
we hold it? Ir followes, In ſerving him ac- 
ceptably to his minde, And how that> With 

verence ( ſaith he) and holy feare. 


And- 
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And wiſer then thus whoe're thinks him- 
ſelfe, let him go try it with David, that thinks 
him not ſo: For, Holy and Reverent & Gods 
Nane, faith he ; and then ſuch a feare 4s this, 
ſuch as performes'a holy Reverence to him, 
and to his bleſſed Name, that's the feare of the 
Lord, and the beginning of Wiſdome, Plal.111, 
Io. and, A good under flanding have all they 
that doe thereafter + They onely Vanderſtand 
aright, vvhart Religion, and Holineſs, and the 
true Feare of the Lord is ,. that without all 
hypocriſie have it truely within in their 
heatts , and without all prophane contempt 
Expreſle it alſo duely in the oatward worſhip 
of him. | 
Nd thus make we the Expreſſion of our 
(care of God, to God himlſelfe, Bur yer 
other Expreſſions thereare of the ſame to Man. 
In Generall firſt; The Commerce that paſſes 
betweene us and others, the Iuſtice and Righ- 
teouſnes, the Mercy and Charitic, the Truth 
and Honeſtie, which we ſhew towards all 
men, theſe are as Broad Seales ro proove it to 
them, and the Letters Patents that teſtific it, 
and juſtifie us in our feare of God. 

Thar unrighteous Tudge , that feared not 
God , but righted the poor widow onely to 
avoid trouble, yet he in denying to doe it for 
any feare of God or Man, eyen by that con- 
felt, 


Hominib#s; 
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feſt, that the chiefeſt thing, which ſhould have 
mooved him to it, was the feare of God, Luk. 
18.4, And-whence wasit, that Abraham could 
look for no better then murther and rape a- 
mong the Philiſtines,that they would kill him, 
and force his wife, but becauſe he thought, 
Surely the feare of God was not in that place? 
Gen,20-11- But Ioſeph on the other ſide, ay- 
ming to ſatisfie his Brethrens minde , and to 
make them not doubt of faire and honeſt 
dealing at his hand , makes that the Reaſon 
and Aſſurance of it, This doe, and live , ſaith 
he, for I alſo feare God, Gen.42.18. 

And in this regard ,it is worth the obſerv- 
ing, that when God was pleaſed to take the 
Devils owne verdic& concerning Iobs fearing 
God, how e're Iob was cxcellent at both Ex- 
prefſions, at the acts of Religion, in his holy 
and daily Worſhipping of God z & the acts of 
Honeſtie, in his upright Dealing with all men; 
yet God queſtions the Devil, not of the for- 
mer, his Religious fearing him, but onely of 
the other, his Righteous fearing of him ; Hafl 
thou nit conſidered my Servant Job, that there is 
none like him upon earth, in the fearing of Gode 
lob 1.8. But how was that to appeare to Sa- 
tan> He ſayes not, For he Prayesthus much, 
he Preaches thus often, he Sacrifices daily, he 
Profelles continually , all which might well 
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have been ſaid of him ; but, For he & an up- 
right and juft man , and eſchewes wrong and e- 
vil , fayes God : Signes able to convince the 
Devill himſelfe, who not daring upon thoſe 
Proofes to denie it, onely ſought to blemiſh 
it with a {launder of finiſter reſpets ; Timer, 
ſed an gratis? 'tis true, Tob feares God, I (ce 
by that, bur dozs he feare God for nougtt 2 at 
the 9. verſe, 

The point is ſo cleare (ſay ſome talkers a- 
 mongſt us what they will ) that I ſhall bur 
wrong you to illuſtrate it. I ſhall better con- 
clude it with this advertiſement , T hat theſe 
two Expreſſions of our Feare, to God by our 
Holineſſe, and to Man by our Rightcoulneſſe, 
they mult never be confounded, nor the Rela- 
tions miſplaced, How e're by our Worſhip 
of God, men-may well hope of our fearing of 
him; and by our Vprightnes with men, God 
takes notice, how well we doe feare him; yet 
we miſtake it fowly, if we think we may ſparc 
one of them , and that either Expreſſion may 
well enough ſerve Both. 

It was but vainly- done. therefore of the 
proud-holy Phariſee, to tell God, by his not 
being like the Publican, that he was no extor- 
toner . nor unſufl, nor adulterer ;and by his of- 
ten faſting ,that he was no Glutton ; and by 
his. faithtull t#th-payings , that he. was -no 

| RE” _ 
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Church-robber : but in the meane while to 
ſtand upon his tearmes with God; In truſt ro 
his owne Righteouſnes, to itand up, as though 
he challenged God, and to pray with him- 
ſelfe *( ſayes the Text) 2s though he ſcorn'd + :14.18.157, 
to doe any more for God, and to let him know 
what He was,as though God were bcholding 
to him; Andif ſuch as that would ſerve God, 
So; But otherwiſe ( in the pride of his heart 
to Expreſſe no reverence, nor worſhip, no 
feare of God at all in his preſence. }.. \ 
And e'ry whit as vainisthe other Phariſaicall 
trick , that's now become the ligne of a Saint 
among many of us; little to regard that, which | 
our * Saviour calls the /erghtier matters of the * Matt. 23,23. 
Law, Iudgement , and Mercy, and Fidelitie, 
(he mcanes conſcientious Honeſtie, ſuch as 
is regulated by the glorious Law written in 
our hearts,-and not by the outward Law of 
Welſtminſter-Hal, or of a Biſhops Conſiſtory) 
but ro make no bones of it,to burſt (in private) 
withenvic and malice, with hatred and allun- - 
charitablenefle, to backbite and {launder, to 
croſle and hinder, to cenſure and condemae, 
to wallow alſo in oppreſſion and uſuric, in 
falſhood and wrong, in luſt and uncleanenes, 
in pride and hypocrilie, in contempt and diſo- 
bedience, in ſchiſme and faction , both Eccle- 
fiaſticall and Civill: And yet oriing 
D 2 
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all this , to make full accompt , that our rum+ 
ning to Church, and crying out for Sermons, 
our defying the Devill, and rayling againſt 
Antichriſt , our pretending-.of Conſcience 
and finding fault with the State and Times, 
our ſinging of Pſalmes, and talking of Scrip- 
ture, Our caſting up of the Eye, and making 
of ſowre Faces, muſt be proote enough to any 
man, thar we feare God extraordinarily. 

Alas, no; 'tis a Catholick rule, that which _ 
S. James gives for our Faith; and it <qually 
extends to all our Aﬀections; Iames 2, 18, 
Shew me thy faith by thy workes,and thy Hope 
by thy Workes, & thy Love by thy Workes, 
and thy feare by thy Workes. In ſecret ('ris ' 
zrue ) God (ces them, before, and without thy 
xvorkes; but if thou wouldſt have me ſee them, 
and pglorifie God in them, oredifie my ſelfe by 
them, thou muſt ſhew them to me, that way 
or none, by thy workes. And what workes ? 
Not of Godlineſſe and-Devotions, not by the 
fiire but bare ſhew of Holineſle, (No, we 
elteeme highly of that, of- all holy carriage; 
but viderit Deus, we leave God to Tudge of it, 
becauſe the heart of man is ſo deceittull, thar 


2-C47.11.14. the Miniflers of Satan can in that * tranſ> 


Forme themſelves into Angels of light) but by 
Mercy and Charitie, by Ptetic and Equitie, and 
{ſuch other humane Duties: of /4ch workes, cx- 
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preſly the Apoſtle was there treating, and by 
them thou muſt ſhew to men, and let them 
judge, whether thou feareff God or no, 


R if that be too much , for the Demon- Speciatim, 
ftration of our Fearing of God , to ex- # Timora 
act all the duties between Man and Man, then Reg#. 
in ſtead of them all, ( at leaſt-wiſe by way of 


Collection for them all) take we but Gods way 
here, Expreſſe we the one by another thar's 
next to it, the feare of God by the feare of 
the Kring, The Text (you ſee) joynes them 
ſo cloſe, that it makes but one and the ſame 
AR for two Objets, God and the King two 
Perſons, but conjoyned in one Act of our 
Feare, both made one in that, Feare God, my 
ſonne, and the King ; To make us know, that 
what holy pretenſes ſoc're are made for it, 
yet God is not feared , if the King be not; 
the want of Performance tn the- one, implies 


Imperfeion in the other, and the want of 


Truth in the one, avouches Hypocrilte in the 
ther: No Kings feare, no Gods feare; God 
himſelfe of purpoſe hath-here -joyned them 
together, and'tis to'make God a lyar, a mans 
ſelfe Sacrilegious, if any dare take cither from 
other, or put them afunder. - _ 

And the reaſon of it is impregnably good, 
or els the bleſſed Spirit'in S,Tohn was but a 


+ poore- 
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poote Lopician. For did you ever marke it, 
ow he enforces the abſolute neceflitic of 
brotherly love among us? He hath two Ar- 
guments together for itz rt. Ioh. 4. IF any 
man ſay, I love God, and hateth his brother, 
he is a tar ; For how can he that loveth not his 
brother whom he hath ſeen , lvve God. whom he 
hath not ſeen > verſe 20. That's the firſt, and 
it is a Topick rule that z particularly applied 
by him upon this ground, becaulc of the ge- 
nerall Image of God, which is upon a mans 
brother ; He fees not him, bur he ſees Gods I- 
mage in hin, and God he ſees not, but in 
ſome Image of him; and the livelyeſt Image 
of God is in his brother ; Et ergo, In very 
good reaſon then, How can he that loveth not 
his brother whom he hath ſeen, love God ,whom 
he hath not ſeen ? No, he cannot; the Queſti- 
on How can he | is but to make the Negation 
more vehement; it is a thing impoſſible in ve- 
ry Reaſon. | Le 
The other Argument of S.Iohn is ab Au- 
thorttate, a ſufficient Reaſon that in it ſelfe , 
that we are commanded it; but yct it is ſteel'd 
with thetemper of anorher Topick rule alſo, 
becauſe Where one thing is ordained to be 
with another, there the one is not as it ſhould 
be without the other. Now this commandement 
have we of him, ſaith he. VVhat > That we 
| ſhould 
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ſhould love onr brother? No, that's not << 


novgh; But that he which loveth God ſhould 


hove his brother alſo; verſe 21. 1hat's the Se- 
cond. 
Carty then now but theſe two Arguments 


in minde, and conclude who will for my Texr | 


and the King, and the Spirit here will warrant 
him: But replyor deny who can, for the Spi- 
rit will confound him. As good as thoſe Argu- 
ments are in S. Iohn for his purpoſe, for the 
love of our brother , I dare boldly ſay it, (and 
letme forfet my Arts and Tudgement too, if I 


make it not appeareto any honeſt mans con-. 


ſcience ) that they are far more pregnant here 
both tor our-purpole, for the feare of the King, 

I begin with the firſt, and I apply it cx- 
preſly; If any man ſay,I feare Grd, and fear- 
&th not the King, he is a lyar (And Lord! 
what an holy armie of lyars might we then 
quickly muſter up ?) But what's the Reaſon >? 
For, How can hee. that is, It is impoſſible for 


him that fearethnor the King whom he hath 


ſeen, to feare- God , whom he hath not ſeen. 
And why ſoz How followes that > From the 
very ſame ground as before, Becauſe of the 


Image of God whiich is upon Kings, and thar, 
not onely a General] Image , as they are Men; 
bur a Peculiar Image, and that ( by far ) more. 
vilible, .as they are Kings; yea the-Image of 


that - 
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that in God, for which feare belongs to God, 


that Image upon the King , the lively Image 


of his Divine Power,and Glory both, 


Power firſt; Whether Power to doe good, 
and therefore Feare him, For with whom is 
Mercy, therefore ſha1 he be feared, Plal.13044., 
Or Power to doe hurt, and therefore feare 
him , For he beareth not the ſword in vaine, 
Rom.1 34. | 

And then Glorie ; The Glorie of his Di- 
vine Titles: For King and Governoar, Lord 
and Father, Majeftie and Soveraigntie, Mr. 
Calvin himſelfe confeſſes , that they are firſt 
and principally Gods Titles, and not Mans ; 
and 'that they are ſo imparted from God to 
Kings, as his Deputies: and Vicegerents; that 
where e're on carth we meet with them, they 
ought preſently to affect us with an awefull 
ſenſe of the very Divinitic it ſelfe. Yea, ( for 
that very purpoſe) the Glorie of his owne 
Name upon them: Dixz, Dii eftis, Pſal. 82.6. 
I have ſaid, ye are Gods, 1 have ſaid it, God 
himſelfe, 'tis He that ſaid it; and Dzxt, it is 
his Decree and Sacred Pleaſure, he hath Or- 
dained, it ſhall be ſo. * | 

And from this Ordinance of his, the Scrip- 
tures have oft expreſt it ſo, Tacob of old ſaid 
it (and of one;that was otherwiſe bad enough) 


of his Lord Eſau, That he ſaw God in him, 
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Vids faciem, ut faciem Det, Gen.33.10.that is, 
ſaies the: Chaldee, God in the Prince, God in 


him, as he was the Prince. And 'tis faid of 
Moſes (o, The very Scepter he held, was Geds, 
not his owne, Virga Dei in manu, Ex0d.17.9. 


and ſo it is faid of Solomon, The Throne he 


ſate on, was the Throne of Gov : Sedebat /@- 


per Threno Det, x. Chron. 29. 23. And fo the 
Argument prooves invincible ; Kings bearing 


both ſo apparent and fo eminent an Image of” 
God, the very Image of that eminencein God, 


for which God is feared; How can he, that 
feareth not the King , whom vilibly he hath 
ſeen, or may ſee, feare God, who never was,nor 


is (and I may fatcly adde) who, without this 


other the feare of the King , never ſhall, nor 
will be vible ro him? 
You ſce- the maine improovement of $S. 
Tohns firſt Argument, And 'tis as caſte to doe 
the ſame in the ſecond. Now this Commande- 
ment have we of him, that he which loveth God, 
ſhould love his brother alſo. Is that a gaod and 
a concluding Conſequence ? And is not this 
as good then? This Commandcment have we 
- of Him , that he which feareth God ſhould 
feare the King alſo. And for proofe of this, 
[ come but to my Text, It is a Commande- 
ment from Him , from God himlſelfe princi- 


pally , though given .here by Solomons'pen, 
| E 
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Feare G O D, my. ſonne, andthe KING, 

And if you require a' New Commatrde- 
ment for it, that is, a Commandement in the 
Goſpel (as Chriſt indeed calls the precept of 
Loving one another a New Commandement, 
[oh:13.34.) then I goe but to the great Apo- 
ſtle for it, Feare God Honour the King, 1.Pet. 
2.17, And then TI adde, that by this very Ar- 
pument now, the Dutic of feare is far more 
clearly prooved here, then there 1n' $. Iohn 
that Dutie of Love is; For this here 1s ſet down 
zn terminis ( you ſee) we have the places, this 
of my lext, and. that of S. Peter; both of 
them formall Commands, and in plaine Lo- 
picall termes, both equally concluding for 
the feare of God and the King: And ſo have 
we not forthe Love of God and our Brother; 
No place to be found, (I ſpeake adviſed!y) in 
fo Exprefle, ſo Diſtin, and ſo Mandatorie a 
Propoſition, for thoſe two-together, in all the 
Seripture. | | 

But I fore-ſce already what the iſſue of this 
will be, Iris but a ſpice of Court-flattery in 


* Us, Or e[sall-this labour might well be ſpared. 


For who denies; but the King muſt bc feared ? 


_ Wilt not fellarmine, or Junius Brutus graunt 


that ? I know they will , and yet when they 
have done, I will kon them ſmall thanks for 
it. For how do they doeit ? Doloſw ambylat 
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zn generalihs, That's their craft; the treache® 
rous Teſuite in that Church, and the faRtious 
Schiſmatick in qurs ; in Generall termes in- 
deed they ſtick not aloud to profeſle this Do- 
Etrine; talke of ir in groſſe, and who halfe fo 
holy in Conſcience as they, or ſo loyall in 
Dutie of fearing the King ? 

But yet bring it once Ws to a preſent in- 
ſtance, and lay it (as occaſion ſhall ariſe ) to 
particular Caſes and Actions, and then ( you 
{hall finde) the caſe is altered with them; Dutic 
and Conſcience then ( for ſooth) againſt it, 
when they like not the bulineſſe. As the Spi- 
ritin my Text ( of purpoſe ſurely) ha's moſt 
apt!y deſcribed chem, Feare God, and the King, 

and medle nit with tem that be Seditiow; S0 

we bluntly read it ia many of our Tranſla- 
_ tions, &'ris true that; but yet perhaps 'tis ſome+ 
what roo courle for their hypocriticall preten- 
ces, They are godly men, and good Subjects, 
and dehe Sedition: 

Therefore the Originall meets pat with 


them, Non cum Mutantibws, or Recedentibus, 


Medle not with thoſe that are given to 
change, not with thoſe that alter, or gee back= 
ward ; And theſe are they now, that.when it 
comes. to. that,. from their generall Profeſſion 
to ſome particular Performance, -are notable 
changelings , they alter then , and falter . roo; 

| E 2 | back- 


i 
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backward they goc, and fall away flyly from 
their Profeſſion, and from their Dutie; from 
the King, and from the due feare of him: Nay 
from the very Text it (elfe indeed , they alter 
That in theend , and take it backward; not 
They feare the King then, but The King feare- 
Them , if they may doe it; and ſo all at laſt 
becomes changed and altered with them, from- 
No feare at tirſt , to No King, e're they have. 
done: and from None that docs feare , to 
None to be feared. 

And when that is brought about once, I 
can tell them what will be next alſo. For ſta 
there they will not neither, bur ſtill they will 
fall backe, as far as the Text ha's any roome; 
from no King, to no God, and from no feare- 
of the one, to no feare of the other, to no fears 
at all of any. Moſes he plainly tells them ſo, 
Non contra nos, ſed contra Iehovam, when the 
Ifraclites murmured againſt him and Aaron, 
Exod. 16-8. Tour murmurings are not againſ} us 
but againſt the Lord,” And the Lord himſclfe 
faidir as plainly to Samuel , Non Te, ſed Me, 
when they would needs have another King 
in his ſtead , 1. Sam, 8. 7. They have not caff 
Thee away ;but they have caſt Me away. And 
ſo Non Regem, ſed Dewm, muſt I ſay to theſe, 
that now by not fearing the King as they 
mould Coe, Joc as much as they can to Vn- 
king 
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King him againe, It isnot the King, but God:” 


whom they principally faile; For there is 
not the leaſt contempt of Majeſtie , but is 
more then a ſpice of Prophanation, and e'ry 
ſtep of Diſloyaltic. is a high degree to A- 
theiſme, | 

And in how high a degree then this danger 


of Atheiſme now a dayes rangeth, this Text 
of mine (in my cye) docs clearely demon=" 


ſtrate. It ſhewed us before, that the Feare of 


the Lord requires the Worſhip of him,and that 


the due worſhip of him requires ſo-much Beau- 
ty and Reverence, that all our ſaucy and care- 


lefle demeanour before kim, all negligent and 
perfunQorie performance of our Religion, all 
ſlight and unawful Expreſſions in it,as in Gods 


preſence , are the foulcſt- Scorn and Abaſe- 


ment that may bez Vngodding him no leſle in 


true conſtruction , then does raſh and unad- 
viſed blaſphemic. 


It ſhews us now; that next after himſclfe, 


our God provides for Kings as for himlelfe; 


Sets his eminent Image upon them, ſets them 


in his owne ſtead, ſers but one rule of Conſci- 


ence for the feareot them both, both Himiclfe, | 


- and them: In a word, ſers ſo much by them , 


whom he ſecs over us, that for us now nor to 
be abundantly Right towards them, is to be ex-- 


treamely Wrong towards God;to faile the one, 
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ts-to be falſe to the otherzto defraude the one, 
15 to dehie the other, 

Take me now but a man of underſtanding 
among the very Heathen, ( for {tjil I drive ar 
that, to convince it from the evidence ,of Rea- 
ſon it ſelfe) and ler him ſee Firſt, That how- 
c're theſe Duties of Fearing God and King are 
charged upon us,.not ſo much by any written 
Law, as by a Law within us alſo, by the Rule 
of Reaſon, and the Divine Law of Conſci- 
ence; yet many of. the Great Profeſſors . of 
this Religion, they that take upon themſelves 


above others, to be this Gods chiefeſt Sonnes. 


and Servants, and to have the beſt Conſci. 
ences by far; yet for all this, they ſtumble and 
make a doubt of performing ſuch a reaſon- 
able and ſcemly worſþip to their God ; and 
as for their -King, they not onely ſtand-in 
great ſuſpenſe, bur diſpute -it alſo fiercely , 
whether ( for all his Vicinity to -God ) C 
'can of Right be inveſted with ſo Divine a 
Privikedge. 
. Secondly, That in this fond uncertainty of 
theirs, they doe not look, In quam: partem tw- 
tius pon, and in wiſdome venture moſt up= 
on that which is ſafeſt;.but for Conſcience 


ſake ( for ſooth ) ever incline to the more.dan= 
gcrous part, & out of a lingular Devotion ſtill 
Cleaye faſt to the worſt; chooſing, rather then 

| afford 
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afford their God or King an inch (perhaps ) 
too much, to tedder them both ſtiffely ' at 
(lure) an ell too little : 
Laſtly, That in this prepoſterous courſe, 
they have-purpolely ſo inured their thoughts, 
and hammerd their Conſciences to it, as thar 
now they count it a ſhrewd wrong to be bue 
told whar's right; & if any man darebe ſo-true 
to God and King, as to ſhew them the-Dutie 
of better Devotion,they beſmeare him preſent- 
ly with a coale of dangerous Superſtitionzif-of 
better Allegiance , they brand him ſoundly 
with che flaunder-of ambitious Flattery; & by 
all meanes they reckon them, that ſtand leaſt 
upon points with God in worſhipping of Him; 
the godlicſt men and the beſt Chrifttans; bue 
them, that ſtand 'moſtupon points with "the 
King againft obeying of Him the beſt Subjects, 
or (as now it goes currant ta their ownecoyn ) 
good Patriots; : | FOE 
* And now let this Pagan but ſay  whathe 
thinks of- a God that muſt thus be uſed, ct« 
ther in Himſelfe , or in his Vicegerents; and 
what difference he can finde in Reaſon , be- 
tween ſuch a Religion; as they by this meanes 
make-of it (and his owne, I will nor fay;for 
the very Heathen in-their abominations carry 
themſclves more Conſcientiouſly ; But be= 


tween ſuch a Religion) and adown right =o) 
n . 


And if this be not a good Conſequence , go 
blame S. Paul , that taught me this kinde of 
Argument, and that ina point of Religion too, 
but of much lefle importance; For the whole 


Church (ſaith he) when they come together - 


but to ſpeake in unknowne tongues, he may 
not abide it. And why? Becaulc 'tis ſo ditſo- 
nant from Reaſon, a Confuſion ſo-unnaturall, 
that if but a Heathen man come in, may he. 
not well account it a mad Religion 2 Sha/ he 


.not bh [ay, that they are all out of their wits? 


IT « I. I4, 23+ 

And how wack more then, ſay I, if a Hea« 
then man come among our Religious ones, 
and finde ſuch a hideous and uncouth Diſlo- 
nancy? Our Profeſſion indeed to be , towards 


God, a Dutic of feare and holy Worſhip ; to- 


wards Kings, a Dutic of feare and ſacred Ote- 
dicnce; towards both, a joynt Dutic, notfrom 
Policy,or Reaſon, or Nature alone ( though 
ery one of theſe lawes enforce ic mightily 
bur from Conſcience alſo, and divine Law, 
and the very Principles of Religion : But yer 
our whole Practiſe notwithſtanding to be, to 
God, heedleſſe and unreverent, an arbitrary 
and fancifull, a rude and ſaucy ſlubbering of 
his worſhip; To Kings, 4 contemptuous and 
faithleſle , a quarrelſome and graceleſſe, a re- 
pining and heartleſſe curtalling of the Ho- 
Fs nours 


37 

nours ducto them: And may he not well take it 
fora mad fabulous Religion? ſhall he not juſtly 
ſay, Non eff Dews, A God upon theſe croſſe and 
beggerly termes cannot be a God? 
herefore my hearts deſire , and humble 
prayer to God is, that he would open our eyes 
(as we are, or ſhould be Chriſtians of ripe 
underſtanding) to ſee this; and that we, who 
are ready enough, out of the former part of 
the Text, touching the feareof God,to charge 
our neighbours about us, with the daunger of 
Idolatric, in their manner of Divine wor ſhip- 
ings , would make ſome Conſcience to quite 
our ſelves as readily, in this part of the Text, 
touching the feare of the King , from no lefle 
a crime, then Idolatry is, in our manner of 
wilfull Refulings. For the Spirit of God ( we 
ſee) is expreſle abour it, 1. Sam. 15.23. That, 
as to Obey is better then Sacrifice, a better ſigne 
of our Keligion, and to God far more accep- 
table; ſo, to be Diſobedient and Vnquict, 
Notte acquieſcere , ſays the Text there , to be 
 whyning and excepting , kicking and wincing 

at the ſacred Commands of Authoritic overus 
(what c're wedeem of it,or how ere we pleaſe 


our ſelves in it, and, like thoſe grand Miſtakers, 1.16.2. 


thinke we doe God good ſervice by it ) yet 
'tis as bad in Gods owne conſtruction, as Sor- 


ccrie and Idolatry too: And nothing morc 
he then 


MM 


Sab conditie 


#ne Fil, 


( Fpheſ.8.2. 
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then this Sorceric and Idolatrie (I feare me) 

it is, that. of late hath ſo much troubled our 
I{rael, and made the days of many fo ſhort 
in the Land which the Lord. our God hath 

Piven Us, 


Vre I amzit is a perfe& and unhalting 
x JObedience to the Powers above us, that 
muſt cauſe our days to be good and long in the 
Land; or els God himſelfe miſplaced it, when 
he made that, as* S. Paul alſo: purpolely obe 
ſerves, the firſt Commandement with ſuch a 
Promiſe ( a Promiſe, that which of us all does 
not deſire tohave? and yet generally how ma- - 
ny , as though they did not beleeve God init, 
or thoughtto have ir whether God will or no, 
doe ne're regard to take his way for it? the 
Promiſe of Long life and Welfare ) bound 
ſtrictly to it. Þ 8 ET 
And, as ſure T am, 'tis ſuch an: Obedience, 
that particularly the Spirit here ayms at, or 
els he would ne're have ſpoken unto-us, in the - 
deareſt language* of Love, as unto Sonnes, 
Feare God, my Sonne, and the King. Forthat's 
as much as to ſay, Vnleſſe indeed you care 
not to be-my- Sonnes, unleſſe you will be Ba- 
ſtards, and not Soxnes; Slaves and Rebels, and 
any thing but Sonnes, you will feare God and 
the King alike; not God alone, bur ſe” 
c 
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the King alſo; God for himſelfe, and the 
King for God; eſteeming God and King 
(both) as Jour Fathers, and accounting your * 


ſelves as Sonnes to both : not as Servants, 
onely of Neceſlitic, nor as Friends alone, 
of mcer Courtelic; but as Sonnes , of cntire 
Dutie. SER Te 
Yea, as One Sonne All together; My Sonne, 
ſays God here to All; One and All, for none 
Is cxcuſed ; All as One, for none is excluded; 
To ſhew us, that it muſt be a joynt and mutuall 
Conſent, of All in One; One, in the Bent of 
our heart and affeions , Therefore Fils mi, 
ſays he, and nor Filis met , my Sonne, as of 
One, not my Sonnes, as of Many. One, in 
the 1 enor of the Dutie pe: formed, Therefore 
Not twice Tru, not two feares, one for God, 
and another for the King , Feare God , and 
feare the King ; but once onely for both, Feare 
God and the King. And laitly , One, in the 
vety Ground of the Relation ; and therefore 
fils Mz, nor fils Nofter, My Sonne , not Our 
Sonne , that is , Sonne to the King , becauſe 
\  Sonneto God, and nootherwiſe then as Gods 
Fonne, lo the Kings Sonne; but So, All as One 
Sonne ; and One Sonne All, to Both of them 
as to One; even another ſacred myſteric of 
Numbers-in our Religion ( belide thatof the 
bleſſed Trinitic and. Yaitic ) thus divinely 
FEE -. Or oe” Wo -—— —_— 
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couched here in this ſhort Text, Feare God, 


And in this ſacred ConjuncRion of all Par- 


ties, may beſt conclude; In the name of God | 


exhorting e'ry one of us that rejoyce in this 
Title of betng Gods Sonne, to remember, Firſt, 
that Time Deurm ſtands here before Fili me, 
the Dutic is enforced, before the Priviledge will 
be allowed : We are apt to forget our ſelves, 


| (God knowes ) and becauſe of ÞFileus, in 


pride of our Priviledge, we oft negle&t Time, 
and make ſmall or no regard of our Dutic. 
But Ti-e Fili, that's Gods methode and order 


here, it is that Relation to him, which makes 


him retaine the name of Father to us, and 
withour a due feare. of him ( flatter our ſelves 
how we will upon our Election or Predeſtina- 
tion) we have no true Sonne-ſbip with him. 


Secondly, that for a triall of chat, whether. 


our Time Deum be right or no, here's another 
coupled with it, Et Repem, to proove our 
ſelves by, Feare God and the King ; that is, 


Feare God in the King , feare God by the. 


King, ſend our fears to the King of Heaven 
by our /feare to Kings on Earth: Fili me is 
out of place, unleſſe it ſtand even in the 
middle between Dewm and Regen ; to preſume 
we feare God, and yer to goc no Cirrhber , to 


make no Conſcicace of fearing Him,that is in 
FOTO” | Gods 


Q = & VU ©: 


' Gods ſtead, or to feare him no further, then: 
"the laſh of his Lawes will reach us; it comes 
not from Filtss that, and 'tis but a lame and 
baſe feare, partly laviſh, partly hypocriticall, 
a great deale ſhort both of Gods Due, and of 
a Sonnes Dutic. © 
Much leſſe ſhall we findeany place for Tz- 
ne Regem alone, and leave Dewm quite out, 
to begin the Text there, at the fare of the 
King, but no feare of God ar all z orif any, _. 
yet but_heartleſle and worthlefle., onely for 
Feare of the King. No, without Deum ( you 
ſee) the Text ha's nere a Time here for Re- 
gem; no right feare of the King, if God be 
not firſt feared: He that feares God but for 
Feare of the King and his Lawes, in truth 
makes the King his Godzand he that feares the 
King more then God, in heart wiſhes there - 
were: ncither King nor God. 
So that in the Concluſion-, theſe rwo, our 
Time Deum, which is our Religion, and our 
Time Regem, which is our Allegiance , they 
are (ure and perfe&. Proofes both , cither ro 
either of other. Look what c're is pretended 
for the King, yet it is Fraude not Feare, Craft 
not Allegiance, plaine Brokage,and not Obe- 
dience, unleſſ: 1t firſt iſſue from the Throne 
of Heaven, ſpring from true Devotion , and 
be . founded upon HD Y Apaine , look 
; a © | what 


what c're is profeſſed for God ( as where 
have we not ſwarmes now of great Profeſ- 
ſors? ) yetit is not Feare , but FaGtion, not 
Devotion, but Hypocriſie , nor Religion , but 
Abomination, unleſlſe it falldowne betore the 
Throne upon Earth alfo, be the life of ſpor- 
lefle Allegiance, and the quickning Soule of 
all Civill obedience. oy 

* The Text imports no leffe, and God en- 
joynes no leſle, and no lefle can I charge the 
Conſciences of all that this day heare me 
with, but Time Devi, Fit mi, gr Recem, 
Feare GOD , my Sonne, and the KING, 
God and the King, both together; ſhew a due - 
feare of them Both, but yet bothin thar Order: . 
That fo approoving our ſelves reſpeQively to . 
God and King ; as Sonnes to both, ingenuous 
Sonnes, here 1n the life of Grace; our Feare , 
at laſt may be changed into Toy, and. our De- 
yotion into Fruition, and VVe be made nor_ 
Sonnes alone , but Kings allo with Gop, in 
the life of Glorie, by the Merirs of the 
Sonnse of Gop, the K1NG of eternall 
Glory, Issvs CarrsT our Saviour: - | 


To Whom with the FaTne , 
and the Bleſſed Sp1xrr, beall 
Honour and Glorie, 
now and forever. 


AMEN. 
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